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poison is called Aquetta di Tufania from a Greek woman, whose
name was Tufania.1 About thirty years ago she came to Sicily,
and there distributed this poison. The Duke of d'Uceda,*then
viceroy of Sicily, put several to death that made use of it, but find-
ing so many of the nobles engaged in it, he was forced to put a
stop to those processes, the crime being too general. This secret
is since got to Naples, and many have been sentenced to death for
using it. There are at this time several under examination, par-
ticularly two Friars, a nun, and a Genoese, called Bolando, who
formerly commanded one of the Duke of Twisi's galleys.               *

Since this discovery, when any of these strong waters are sent
here, the Inquisitors of State seize on them, to examine whether
they are poisoned, which they do by giving a quantity of them to
dogs kept for the purpose, and Signior Grinsaldi, one of the In-
quisitors of State, told me yesterday they had a case of the liquors,
which by their advices from Naples they suspect to be poisoned.

Two of these criminals made their escape out of the prison of
Naples, and are fled to Spain, where a description of their persons
has been sent, in order to have them apprehended.

An extract of a letter from Mr. Fleetwood, consul at
Naples, to Mr. Secretary Addison.

Naples, June llth, 1717.

Last week two German soldiers were burnt for infamous actions,
and three Neapolitan women (of which one a house nun) hanged
for making and selling a poisonous water, called Aqua Tvfania^ by
which above 600 persons have been poisoned. They [pretended re-
ligion and conscience to keep the world in ease and quiet, by giving
the husband means to rid himself of his wife ; the father, of a dis-
obedient son ; a man, of his enemy, &c* 5 and so vice versa. A great
many more are in prison and under information on that account.

ADDISOK TO THE  COMMISSIONEBS AT MABDYKE.

GTEMTLEMEK,                   Whitehall, August 5th, 1717.

Your letter of the 29th past, N. S., having been laid
before the king, I am directed to acquaint you, in answer
thereto, that my Lord Stair is directed to procure such an
order as you desire for the demolition of the jetties. In
the mean time, his Majesty is pleased to approve of what
you have represented on that head, and questions not but
you will continue so to do, as anything shall occur, that may

' An interesting account of this Aqua Tofana, and of secret poisoning
In general, will be found in Beckmant's History of Inventions, vol. i. p.
52 (Bolm's edition).